Denture plaque and palatal mucosa in denture stomatitis: scanning electron microscopic and microbiologic study.
Denture plaque is an etiologic factor in denture stomatitis. In this study, denture and mucosa samples from nine patients were examined in the SEM and processed for microbiologic cultures. Denture plaque in patients with denture stomatitis showed a considerable thickness containing cocci, filaments, rods, yeasts, and desquamated epithelial cells. Some microorganisms were revealed in the connective tissue in one patient and phagocytizing polymorphonuclear leukocytes were found in the palatal mucosa of the patients with denture stomatitis.